A PROPITIOUS DISSENSION

it would have been a small achievement to have
reached that position with unshattered ideals," he
frequently remarked; "but having thus set out
it is a matter for more than ordinary congratu-
lation to have fallen to the position of leading a
string of blind beggars about the city and still
to retain unimpaired the ingenuous beliefs and
aspiration* of youth."

"Doubtless," replied Isis aged mother, whenever
she chanced to overhear this honourable reflection,
" doubtless the foolish calf who innocently puts his
foot into the jelly lintls a like consolation. This
person, however, would gladly exchange the most
illimitable moral satisfaction engendered by acute
poverty for a few of the material comforts of a
sordid competence, nor would she hesitate to throw
into the balance all the aspirations and improving
sayings to be found within the Classics/'

"Esteemed mother," protested Yan, "more than
three thousand years ago the roy.nl philosopher
Nin-hyo made the observation, 'Better an earth-
lined cave from which the stars are visible than
a golden pagoda roofed over with iniquity,' and
the saying has stood the test of time."

"The remark would have carried a weightier
conviction if the broad - minded sovereign had
himself first stood the test of lying for a few
years with enlarged joints and afflicted bones
in the abode he so prudently recommended for
others," replied his mother, and without giving
Yuen Yan any opportunity of bringing forward
further proof of their highly-favoured destiny she
betook herself to her own straw at the farthest
end of the arch.

Up to this period of his life Yuen Yan's innate
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